
THE
VIVIAN
BULLWINKEL
PROJECT

A Great Australian; A Great Leader;

A Great Woman and a Proud Nurse

Demonstrating
personal sacrifice
delivered with skill,
empathy, generosity,
humour and true grit-
A reminder for us all.

Why the legacy of Lieutenant Colonel
Vivian Bullwinkel AO, MBE, ARRC,

ED, FNM, FRCNA is so relevant today.

The Australian College of Nursing (ACN) Foundation
is fundraising for the commissioning and installation
of a sculpture of Lieutenant Colonel Vivian Bullwinkel
AO, MBE, ARRC, ED, FNM, FRCNAto be installed in

the grounds of the Australian War Memorial, as well as
scholarships to honour her legacy.

This commission will be the first sculpture to

commemorate the service of an individual woman

or nurse in the Memorial's grounds.

Why Lieutenant Colonel Vivian Bullwinkel AO, MBE,
ARRC, ED, FNM, FRCNA?

An authentic nursing leader who made great personal
sacrifices with empathy, skill, generosity, humour and
true grit, Vivian represents the character traits we have
seen in nurses throughout history and today especially
during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

Vivian did not allow her three years as a Japanese
prisoner of war (WWII) to define her. Following her
release, she became the Matron of (the then) Fairfield
Infectious Diseases Hospital in Melbourne, Australia
and established the Australian Nurses Memorial Centre

(ANMC) with Betty Jeffrey and Beryl Woodbridge,
Vivian's fellow prisoners of war in Sumatra. She was a
persistent advocate for better education and conditions
for nurses and the first female member of the Council of

the Australian War Memorial.
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Why a sculpture?

Sir Joseph Carruthers, a founder of the Federation
is known to have said "Statutes are not to glorify
the dead but to inspire the living."

To this day, LTCOL Vivian Bullwinkel life's work is
a relevant and inspirational story that continues to
encourage nurses to lead their own contemporary
journeys in providing exceptional health care
for all Australians.

In this era where integrity and leadership matter,
this sculpture will serve as a reminder of Australian
nurse values of service and the personal sacrifices
that are inherent in the profession.

This sculpture will commemorate all nurses and
midwives and remind us of their contributions

of selfless service to Australia whether in war

or in peace.

How you can help us remember

Donations may be made in support of this timely
and magnificent project through the Australian
College of Nursing (ACN) Foundation website
acnfoundation. org. au or by contacting

Laurie Staub, Director of Philanthropy

laurie. staub@acn. edu. au or 0434 133 619.
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